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Village church famed for wall

paintin

By Adrian Peel
adrian.peel@ilifemediacouk

A celebration was held to mark the
reopening of the historic All Saints’
and 5t Andrew's Churchin Kingston,
which has been closed for repairs
since July this year.

The event earlier this month also
served to thank the architect,
contractors and sub-contracters who
worked on the extensive project, as
well as the eight charitable trusts and
the, many parishicners and  other
friends who have made grants and
donations to fund the project.

Kingston’s parish church s agrade
[disted  bullding, noted for its
nationally important series of wall
paintings, dating from the late 15th
century to the late 17th century,

In 2017, part of the nave celling
collapsed and the roof of the south
aisle had begun to leak. The church
was placed on the Heritage At Rigk
Register by Historic England in
January 2020,

There followed four years of fund
raising by Kingston Parochial
Church Council (PCC) held to carry
out urgent repalrs,

The works, the most extensive
since the 19208, have now been
completed: the nave has been
provided with a completely new
ceiling and the south aisle withanew
roofin Burwell peg tiles.

There have also been masonry and
glazing repairs to the clerestory
windows and the nave has been
redecorated internally.

Peter Reynolds, secre!ary.
Kingston Parochial Church Couneil,
said: “We're extremely grateful tothe
eight  charitable trusts  which
sponsored the project, and to the
people of Kingston.

“The people of Kingston
contributed about £40,000, whichfora
small viltage is quite remarkable, I
ihink.”

Mark Perry, of Perry-Lithgow,
cleaned the chancel arch wall
painting. The total cost of the project
amounts to about £135,000 (before
VAT).

OF this sum, £45,000 was raised by
fundraising events and donations in
the parish - a remarkable effort for &
small village of only 80 households.

gs reopens after repairs

arranged under the auspices of the
Cambridgeshire Community Fund.

Substantial grants were also
awarded by the Cambridgeshire
Historic Churches Trust, Garfield
Weston, The Natonal Churches
Trust, the Wolison Foundation, the
Benefact Trust, the Prince of Wales
Charitable Trust {(now the King
Charles III Trust), and the Jack
Patson Trust.

The principal contractor was

'\ Bakers of Danbury, specialists in

The stunning interior of the church in Kingston following repair work

With the help of Holly Robinson.
the Diocese of Ely Histeric Church
Buildings support officer, the church
was able to secure grants from eight
different charitable trusts.

The major part of the funding
£57.000 ~ came from Thalia WB
Community Fund (formerly Amey),
part. of the national Landfill
Communities Fund Scheme: this was

heritage repair projects, and the
architect was Alexandros
Michalitsianos, of Archangel
Architects, Impington.

More than 50 parishionersattended
the event on December 9. along with
representatives of the charities
sponsoring  the repairs, including
Nigel Walter of the National
Churches Trust and Gareth Thomas
of the Thalia W B Community Fund.

Also present were Holly Robinson,
from the Docese of Ely, and Dr Lynne
Broughton, of the Cambridgeshire
Historic Churches Trust.

To conciude the proceedings, the
Rev Nigel Pearson gave a blessing.

Peter added: “Thisisata time when
the future of churches is quite
uncertain because of declining
congregations, so what we have been
doing s exploring the possibilities for
the use of the building for purposes
other than worship.

“Last year we had six concerts in
the church and we’re planning more
for this coming year.

“The idea i3 to keep the building
going by involving a much wider
range of people. and offering more to
the community and to the wider
community.

“The acoustics of the church are
particularly goed and they [the
concerts] have heen attracting pecple
from Cambridge and elsewhere.”

Kingston PCC’s mission is to keep
the church open 365 days a year for
prayer and regular services of
worship, for baptisms, weddings
funerals and burials, but also io
extend the use of the building for
community events,

The PCC now intends to begin
fundraising for the provislon of WC
and kitchen facilities.
¢ Visitharcamiow-music.org for
details of concerts at the church

At the reopening event for All Saints’ and St Andrew's Church in Kingston are, from left, NIgeI Waiter, of the Natlonal Churches Trust, Alexandros
Michalitsianos. of Archangel, the project architect, Adrian Ward, project manager for Bakers of Danbury, Peter Reynolds, of Kingston Parochial Church

CouncH, Gareth Thomas, chair of Thalia W B Community Fund and a trustee of the Cambridgeshire Community Foundation
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